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The Tore 


Cuban Restauran 
“The Best BBQ Chicken, 


Home of Fine Cuban Cuisine 
You'll Love It! European 


Style Cooking, Not spicy. 


The widest variety of fresh fruit and 
tropical shakes if the world. With 
more than 60 flavors! 


43 N. University Ave., Provo. 374-0202 
Mon.—Thurs. 11am—1tipm 
Fri.—Sat. 11am—Midnight 


$1.99 pease 


~~ Chicken! Sires: uyie, 1! 


lle TRADING POST 


Buys—Sells 
Womens Clothing & Accessories 


e Designer Sportswear 
e Excellent Selection 
e New Arrivals Daily 


Get Money For Your Old Clothes 
Questions? 


The Trading Post 
377-POST 
36 West Center, Provo Town Square 


$12,500,000 
Or 
BIRD CAGE LINER? 


IT’S A FACT THAT BYU STUDENTS SPEND MORE 
THAN $12.5 MILLION A MONTH ON GOODS 
9 AND SERVICES. 


CHALLENGE: THE BIRD CAGE LINER 
PROBLEM! 
STUDENTS’ DORMS, CONDOS, AND 


APARTMENTS ARE FLOODED WITH USELESS 
COUPONS, FLIERS, AND DAILY NEWSPAPERS; 
ALL OF WHICH END UP AS DROP CLOTHS, 
FIRESTARTERS, OR LINING THE BIRD CAGE. 


THE STUDENT REVIEW OFFERS AN 
ALTERNATIVE: A COLORFUL, INTERESTING 
WEEKLY, WHOSE COST EFFECTIVE RATES 
REACH MORE agen a THAN THE STIFF 


YOU DECIDE: YOUR CUT OF $12,500,000 
OR BIRD CAGE LINER? 


FOR ADVERTISING CALL 
ERIC AT 377-5839 


Student Review is an independent 
student publication serving BYU’s 
campus community. 

By providing an open forum, all 
students are equally eligible to submit 
articles to Student Review. Articles 
should examine life at BYU—sometimes 
humorously, sometimes critically, but 
always sensitively. 

Student Review values the principles 
of Brigham Young University and the 
LDS Church, and the highest standards 
of journalistic ethics. 

Opinions expressed in Student Review 
are those of individual authors and do 
not necessarily reflect the views of the 
SR staff, BYU, UVCC, or The Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 

Student Review welcomes letters to 
the editor, advertising, and donations. 

A year’s subscription costs $10. 
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Student Review received this 


anonymous letter on July 20 1991. 
While SR policy normally prohib- 
its the publication of anonymous 
submissions,.an exception was 
made in this case. Members of the 
Social Work and Psychology 
faculty consider the following 
genuine and find it typical of such 
letters. We reprint it here exactly 
as we received it and hoping, as 
the author does, that someone 
who reads it can avoid a similar 
experience. 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 

I can’t give you my name 
because too many of my friends 
read the Review. But I feel I should 
make my experiences public, in 
the hope that someone who reads 
this will be able to avoid what I 
went through. 

From the time I was a small 
child to my early teens, I was 
sexually abused by a male family 
member. This man does not look 
like a sex offender; his conduct in 
the community and the Church is 
exemplary, and for years he 
served as the stake Sunday School 
president. When I approached my 
bishop with the problem, he 
assumed I was mentally ill and 
urged me to get professional help. 

The man used guilt to get what 
he wanted. When I refused to do 
what he asked, his eyes would fill 
up with tears and he would 
whisper, “I guess you don’t love 
me.” Later, I would blame myself 
for the problem because I hadn't 
said no. In the end, I had to move 
away from the area because I 
received no help from my church 
leaders and I was too afraid to go 
to the police. 

The worst thing about my 
experience is that it may be far 
more common than we think. 
About 40% of all females in this 
country will be victims of sexual 
abuse or incest before they turn 13; 
this number may be much higher, 
accounting for cases (like mine) 
that are never reported. Of that 
40%, at least 92% of the offenders 
were either family members or 
close family friends. The so-called 
“stranger in the bushes” is much 
more likely to be your uncle, your 
grandfather, your brother, your 
fiance or your best friend, which is 
precisely what what makes it 
difficult to contact the authorities. 


If you are being abused,or if 
you know of someone whom you 
strongly suspect is being abused, 
GOTO THE POLICE. Sex 
offenders will not stop of their 
own accord; as long as they are 
protected by well-meaning family 
members who hope against hope 
they will change, they will 
continue to prey on the weak and 
naive. In my case, the man in 

-question had abused at least six 
other members of my family, but 
nobody took action against him 
“out of love.” The pattern would 
have continued until ‘he died, had 
not someone taken responsibility 
for the problem. These things do 
happen, even in “good families” 
Teach your children not to let 
anyone touch them inappropri- 
ately, and watch for warning 
signs, such as withdrawal, 
peculiar means of showing 
affection, constant sex-related 
nightmares, etc. Parents cannot 
afford to stand idle while their 
children go through experiences 
that will psychologically scar 
them for life. I shudder to think 
what might have happened to my 
little sister. 


While most forms of abuse are 
under reported, these sources 
were the most pertinent we could 


‘locate: 


At least one out of three females 
will have been sexually victim- 
ized (rape, incest, and 
extrafamilial sexual abuse) before 
she reaches age eighteen (Russell, _ 
1989). 


85% of recovering offenders 
were not strangers, but were 
known to the victims or their 
families (Barrett & Cameron, 
1981) 


References (APA format) 


Barrett, D., and Cameron, S. 
(1981) Your’re in Charge Informa- 
tion Packet. Salt Lake City: Your’re 
In Charge, Inc. 


Russell, D.E.H. (1989) The 
incidence and prevalence of 
intrafamilial and extrafamilial 
sexual abuse of female children. 
Child Abuse and Neglect. 6 (10), 20 


pages. 


Dave Bastian is an artist who 
can make pen and ink stand-up 
and bark like a dog if he wants to 
do so. For his obvious and huge 
contribution to our last issue, SR 
declairs Dave staff person of the 
month. Thank you kindly, Dave. 


The Dry T-shirt Contest© 
winner was difficult to pick last 


PEN + 


HAVE PEN with PYBLISH | 


STUDENT REVIEW 
NEEDS Aerisrs. JF Voy CANDO 


INK , OF OTHER TYPES 
OF A6H -ContRAST ART; Comé 


month. “Ensnada, Mexico” was a 
good article, as was SR’s first, (but 
hopfully not last) contribution by a 
BYU bishop: “Confessions of a 
BYU Bishop.” Eventually, “One 
Saturday in Korea” by Lisa M. 
Robbins, rose above the rest, and 
so it is this month’s Dry T-shirt 
Contest© winner. 


7 Our TUESDAY MEETINGS — 
6-00 PM, 202 MAESER BLDS- 
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NDRE IS BLACK. PLEASE DON’T TOSS THIS 
article in the trash because I have 
committed a PC faux pas by 
referring to him as black. He was 
born and raised in L.A., lived for 
three years in Europe, and he 
considers the term “African- 


siccasionally of our racial difference. It 
jcrobably appears that I need reminding, 
=}ecause anytime the issue of racism enters 


jay hesitance to discuss racial issues with 
him by thinking that my white, middle-class 
jackground leaves me unqualified to offer 
ofn opinion; but I think the real reason is that 
“iam profoundly worried that despite 


‘1 Imet Andre during the summer in Las 
47egas two years ago. We were both under- 
i;raduate zoology majors, he at UCLA, me at 
a BYU. Both of us had family in Las Vegas, 
ihnd we were spending the summer working 
iis waiters. We became very close friends in 


DEAR BERTHA, 


I’m a young, white, male Mormon with 
fairly decent prospects who was raised in 
a typical Mormon household. As such, I 
am well versed in contemporary Mormon 
culture. I know about missionaries 
(having been one) and I know about the 
people who wait for them. Guys serve, 
gals wait - that’s the way it is. However, 
for reasons I do not fully understand, I 
now find myself waiting for a missionary 
(female). I don’t know how to deal with 

_ this. Besides the obvious hormonal 
difficulties which I’m experiencing, the 
fact is, Mormon literature and tradition 
provide me with no role models. How is a 
guy waiting for a girl missionary sup- 
posed to act? I just don’t know. We seem 
to have been neglected by Mormon 
culture at large. Can you give me some 
advice, so 1 won’t go crazy over the next 


16 months? - 
—GOING CUCKOO 
AT KING HENRY 


one of the most insightful, intelligent, and 
funny people I have ever met. 

I mentioned earlier my reaction when 
racism entered into the conversation. Maybe 
you are thinking that this isn’t that big of a 
deal, there are other things to talk about. 
This is wrong. Racism demands action and 
dialogue. It won’t simply disappear. Since I 
met Andre, there have been two instances 
where racism confronted us in such a way 
that there was no room for neutrality. 

The first episode happened during the 
summer two years ago. Andre and I were 
waiting outside a club right across the street 
from UNLV. A drunk girl with a slurred 
southern accent approached us and began a 
conversation. A couple of minutes later, a 
sunburned Brian Bosworth wanna-be 
appeared, claiming to be her husband. We 
both endured a shower of saliva as he yelled 
at us to “stay the —— away from my wife!” 
Immediately, Andre and I started laughing 
at him. He completely ignored me and hit 
Andre. Another friend of Andre’s who is 
also black came out to try and break things 
up. Within a few minutes a police car . 
arrived and the first person restrained was 


E OUT, 


DEAR CUCKOO, 


Bertha deeply regrets her inability to 
properly respond to your letter. Continued 
police harassment has befuddled my mind 
and greatly diminished my powers of 


_ omniscience. To assure that you receive 


adequate assistance with your trivial, yet 
trying, dilemma I have personally delivered 
your letter to the First Presidency in Salt 
Lake. Yes, dear readers, once again Bertha 
has had a run in with the fiendish University 
Police. The morning after Independence Day 
I awoke late (Bertha’s been warned by her 
doctor, but I just couldn’t miss playing in the 
Park City volleyball tournament with my 
good friends Mark and Andy, and frankly it 
left me a little piqued), so I strapped on my 
trusty pair of rollerblades and skated up to 
campus to pass out Socialist party leaflets to 
the throngs of EFY brats. Little did Bertha 
know that she was violating yet another 
BYU Policy, but the Traffic Office’s latest 
invention, the skate-cop, soon zoomed up to 
me and started writing a ticket. Yes, you ~ 
heard me, a skate-cop! Bike-cops, food-cops, 


by Dan Sorensen 
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Andre's friend. This wasn’t Do the Right 
Thing, but the message was clear; Andre was 
the first to be hit, his friend was the first to 
be restrained: we live in a racist society. 

The second instance happened a few 
weeks ago when I was visiting Andre for the 
weekend. Late one night Andre said to me, 
“You have to tell me a few things about this 
BYU.” He then went on to explain that 
recently he had begun seeing someone who 
he works with who happens to be a recent 
BYU graduate. One night she felt it her duty 
to enlighten Andre on his heritage. She told 
him that because he didn’t fight valiantly in 
the pre-existence he was born black. She 
even included a brief explanation on the 
color of American Indians via the Nephites. 

I was floored. It was guilt by association. 
The implication was that because I go to 
BYU I must believe this as well. Andre was 
looking at me with suspicion, waiting for me 
to admit that I hold these teachings near to 
my heart. It never happened. I am not afraid 
to admit publicly that I don’t believe that the 
races are a result of God’s punishment or 
favor. 

There are so many racist attitudes that 


BERTHA 


parking-cops, elevator-cops, bookstore-cops, 
and testing center-cops just weren’t enough 
to keep law and order at BYU, so they 
invented a skate-cop. As he skated beside 
me in his bright yellow uniform (the same 
color as yellow fire engines, so that when he 
goes down a hill at a very fast speed 
without much control the pedestrians can 
get out of his way) and explained to me the 
inherent dangers of “skates, skateboards, 
and rollerblades,” I could feel my blood 
begin to boil. I know I should have con- 
trolled my temper, but I couldn’t resist the 
urge to give Mr. Skate-Cop one of my finest 
Bertha hip-checks, reminiscent of my days 
in the IHL. Needless to say, Bertha is now at 
the top of the Traffic Department’s 10 Most 
Wanted List, with a $1000 reward for 
information leading to her arrest. I am 
therefore forced to curtail some of my more 
public activities, including my highly 
successful series of Self-Help classes. 
Fortunately, my column will continue to run 
as I write it from exile. They'd have to kill 
me to keep Bertha from helping the peeved, 
perturbed, and perplexed of Provo! 
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many of us harbor. When I see an interracial 
couple, I look twice. When I see a well- 
dressed black man, my first thoughts aren't 
doctor or lawyer, but athlete or entertainer. 
These are subtle examples, but they are as 
bad as burning crosses because eventually 
these thoughts permeate behavior. 

The Church as an organization has made 
some serious progress in the right direction. 
When my father went on a mission to South 
Africa he wasn’t allowed to proselyte or 
actively seek black members. In 1978, 
Spencer W. Kimball changed all of that. Now 
black membership is celebrated in the pages 
of the Ensign. Hopefully, the membership of 
the Church, including BYU students, will 

follow these changes and put aside the 
accumulation of generations of racist 
attitudes. 

Enter to learn, go forth to serve. Don’t go 
forth to perpetuate racism like Andre's ex- 
girlfriend. A 


Depressed? Curious? Bewildered? Write 
Bertha the omniscient at P.O. Box 7092, 
Provo, UT 84602. 


A few weeks ago I escaped Provo and the glorious 
state of Utah to venture westward for California. While 
there I hoped to forget all my obligations to school, 
church, and eavesdropping, but in one eventful evening 
I heard an entire conversation worthy to be published. 
What you see below is merely a representative sampling 
of the advanced cognitive abilities of our species that 
were uttered that day. 


A HOUSE IN SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA, 
JULY 12, 8:40 PM 


13-year old girl: “When I havea son, I’m gonna name 
him Bud!” 


SAME HOUSE IN SANTA ROSA, 
JULY 12, 8:45 PM 


13-year old girl: “If | named my son Bud, I don’t know 
if my husband would let me.” 


SANTA ROSA, 
JULY 12, 8:43 PM 
Sister of 13-year old girl: “Where in Africa is Habtab 
from?” 
13-year old girl: “Someplace where they have el- 
ephants.” 


SANTA ROSA, 
JULY 12, 8:43 PM 
Bitter female: “I didn’t have any friends after 3rd 
grade.” 


TRAFFIC JAM ON I-5 NEAR SANTA ROSA, 


JULY 12, 4:22 PM 


Frustrated passenger: “If everybody would just go, 
there wouldn’t be a traffic jam!” 


You too can be the Eavesdropper! Classic quotes and 
misstatements are spoken virtually every second, so next time 
it’s 3 a.m. and you're having a deep philosophical discussion 
with your friends write down some of the more profound 
utterances and mail them in! Send them to Eavesdroppings, 


P.O. Box 7092, Provo, UT 84602. 


QUAYL 


WELL FOLKS, IT’S TIME FOR SOME MORE EDUCATIONAL 
READING. LET’S SEE WHAT OUR NATION’S SECOND IN 
COMMAND HAS TO SAY ABOUT FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 


“[The Holocaust was] an obscene period in our 
nation’s history.” 

JDQ quickly corrected himself with the following comment: 

“{I mean] this century’s history. We all lived in this 
century, I didn’t live in this century.” 


“We expect them [Salvadoran officials] to work toward 
the elimination of human rights.” 


“E] Salvador is a democracy so it’s not surprising that 
there are many voices to be heard here. Yet in my 
conversations with Salvadorans... I have heard a single 
voice.” 


“The U.S. has a vital interest in that area of the 
country.” 
Referring to Latin America 


“1 believe we are on an irreversible trend toward more 
freedom and democracy... but that could change.” 


“Japan is an important ally of ours. Japan and the 
United States of the western industrialized capacity, 60 
percent of the GNP, two countries. That’s a statement in 
and of itself.” 


“Who would have predicted... that Dubcek, who 
brought the tanks into Czechoslovakia in 1968, is now 
being proclaimed a hero in Czechoslovakia. Unbeliev- 
able.” 

Actually, Dubcek was the leader of the Prague Spring. 
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_ FAT-FREE 


by Paul Calhoun 


OST PEOPLE THAT HAVE SERVED A FOREIGN MISSION 
know of the gut-wrenching longing for favorite 
foods while being subjected to a daily routine of 
rice and beans or macaroni sans cheese. Inevita- 
bly, when missionaries get together, the 
conversation turns to fantasizing future food- 
fulfillment. For example: “Man, in seven months 
I’m going to go to 7-11 and eat every Hostess dessert on the 
rack and wash it down with a 78 ounce Dr. Pepper.” 

Time and absence erase certain foods from our memory. 
During my mission, I'd actually forgotten what marshmal- 
lows and tater-tots were. I could remember what a good 
pizza looked like, but mentally, I just couldn’t taste it. 

The following story is a true-life tale of how my food 
fantasies were victimized upon my return home. This is not a 
story for the gentle-stomached or consumer-trendy reader. A 
writer writes to shed a small light on reality and must do 
his/her (hiser) best to tell the truth; the “Twainic oath” of 
writers. 

A sign in the Miami International Airport should have 
read: “Welcome to the United States of America, twenty 
latitude degrees slimmer that when you left two years ago.” 
The fat-free craze was upon us, yet I walked blindly through 
enemy territory. Well, truthfully, I flew through enemy 
territory. The airplane food gave me no clue to the horror 
waiting below. Plane food has never been known to follow 
popular cuisine. Style is not trendy. 

Having greeted family and friends (necessary steps on the 
way to the refrigerator), I headed home. I'd seen plenty of 
fridges in the past two years, the scantily stocked electricity- 
suckers used as airtight cupboards for catsup, mayonnaise, 
and lunch leftovers. 

I tried to relax and breathe deeply to expand my stomach 
walls. The anticipation was sabotaging my hunger. The first 
thing I wanted was a bottomless swig of “healthy since the 
days of Eve” milk. 

Leaving the suitcases near the door, I moved to the 
Amana. | pulled on the door, which gave with a gratifying 
“pop.” I saw labels, “Skim” and “Low-Fat.” Lowfat?! 


in odd corners of the refrigerator. Now I faced two full 
gallons of the deadly duo. Sensing the sensible, ] made a 
quick scan of the lit chamber. Lowfat lunch meat, lowfat 
yogurt, fat-free margarine, fat-free nineteen grain bread, 
lowfat mustard, lowfat salad dressing, etc. Where was the 
Sizzlean? I closed my eyes and closed the fridge. The lowfat 
grammar alone made me queasy. 

I tried to convince myself that the processed food had 
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really come from the greenhouse, just an eccentricity of my 
mother’s, not a revolutionary movement. Sanity was not 
the priority. A quick drive to the supermarket left the stale 
taste of reality in my mouth. A dash through the aisles left 
me with only two products not saturated by the lowfat fad: 
lettuce and chewing gum. I'll never understand how they 
make fat-free fried pork rinds. 

Lustily chomping gum on the way home, I passed a 
McLean billboard. Had even hamburgers betrayed me? As 
far as burgers go, the greasier the spoon the better. The besi}’ 
hamburgers known to mankind were usually found in 
rural Utah stops with names including one of the following 
words: Dairy, King, Queen, Keen, Polar, or Freeze. I 
overcame the impulse to drive to Vernal to see if my 
Mammoth Deluxe was now extinct. 

McLean, blah, blah. Food names were now symbolic of |r 
fat content. My stomach sunk, realizing that my favorite 
“submarine sandwich” would now be replaced with a 
mock “windsurfer on wheat.” 

Back home on the green couch, despondence overcame }/ 
me. I let myself go and consciousness tugged at the 
synapses. I could here my mother talking in another room. }* 
The words came slowly and whirlpooled their way into my 
mind. 

“And you know, Jesse, what the Lord said in the Doc- 


trine and Covenants. Eat meat sparingly only in times of |i, 


extreme cold. Let grains, fruits, and natural stuff be the 
staple.” 
I forced my ears deeper into the cushions. So Joseph 


Smith Jr., not Carl's Jr., knew the secrets to a healthy, happy): 


life. What a testimony builder. 

I meditated upon the wherefore’s and why’s. What was 
the motive behind this reprogramming of America’s diet? | 
Was a fat-full populous finally owning up to its overweigh}j 
status? Was it pure, unadulterated succumbing to a guilty 
body? Don’t believe it, not even for a microsecond. If a 
guilty conscience sold, the Jehovah’s Witnesses would havet 
a higher stock value than Hugh Hefner and we'd see 
Bunnies proselyting door to door. 
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“What, then?” asked a gentle reader in my subconscious, Is 


“Let's drop the naivete,” I scoffed. What has been the 
single greatest motivator of the human race since the Fall ol! 
Adam? Health concerns? Love of fellowmen? Love of 
deity? The answer is NO to the fifth squared. What pushed}! 
Sampson to Delilah? David to Bathsheeba? Arthur Miller tc}: 
Marilyn? Warren Beatty to Madonna? 

Suddenly, the voice was silenced. I had struck upon the }! 
truth, and we all knew it. Well, at least me, myself, and I. A}! 
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Doonesbury BY GARRY TRUDEAU 


STANS 
OLD FASHION MILK SHAKES 
_ 525N 900 E* PROVO, UTAH 


NOT THE ONLY ONE WHO GOT 
A FIG, FAT REAUTY CHECK. 


Quarter Pound Bacon 
Cheese Burger, Fries 
FREE Medium Drink 
Offer Expires 8-31-91 
reer eee ee 


GENIUSES AREN'T THE 

ONLY ONES WHO 
DESERVE 

SCHOLARSHIPS! 


Each year literally millions of dollars of scholarship money goes 
unclaimed. The majority of students are unaware that they qualify 
to receive thousands in tuition dollars. 

For a nominal fee of $45, Creative College Financing guarantees 
finding between 6 and 25 scholarships you qualify for. If we are 
unable to locate a minimum of 6 scholarships, we will gladly 
refund your fee—you keep the remaining sources. _ 


CREATIVE COLLEGE FINANCING 


2255 N. University Parkway, Provo 


For further information, call Mark or 
Sharon Koster at 374-2636, from 9am to 
7pm, Monday through Friday. 


2 Hamburgers, 
and Fries 
FREE Medium Drink 


Offer Expires 6-31-91 


EXACTLY. ONLY WITHGUYS BOY! 

INSTEAD OF CHICKS, ANP WHO 

ONE OF US 1S BLACK, AND SAYS 
p URE ISNT 


YO, MAN, 
IM BACK. 


OKAY, MAN, WARTALK? 
7 MAKES 


TALK, OKAY? YOU THINKID 
THATS A ead EE INTOWAR 


Remember, an investment in our service is an investment in your future! 


We pay 


$5 to $10 for 501s 
(Less for imperfect 501s) 


$10 to $100 for Lee 
and Levi's jackets. | 


Wasatch Trade | 


ntransaction — 


Wasatch Trade pays you an additional $11 


$8 m 


RETRACTION 


in Brigham's Landing #70 1————-—-=— 
Last month, SR’s “Faces” section featured an “Interview with a Mormon Objector.” We regret that we could 
not have caught the inaccuracies in this interview earlier. Subsequent investigation by the articles author, Matt 
Stannard, and Faces editor Jim Phipps has yielded the following corrections: 
1. The subject of the interview did not, as he indicated, get out of the Army straightforwardly as a conscien- 


tious objector. He was medically discharged. 


2. After his interview with SR was sent with approval to the press, “Spencer” was seen wearing desert 
camouflage uniform trousers and using special free passes at Lagoon, given to him for his participation in WH AT You C AN DO 
Operation Desert Storm. Given his comments regarding his disgust at American patriotism, this action could be 
interpreted as inconsistent with the tone of the interview. 


3. It now seems to be the case that “Spencer” is not leaving the U.S. for Europe, but instead will attend one of HELP THE REV] EW: @ 
Utah’s several universities other than BYU. e 


The author and the editors regret the misinformation resulting from our interview. We regret any offense 


taken by the U.S. Army or the LDS Church with regard to the statements of “Spencer.” by e WRITE LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
Moreover, we regret the damage such misinformation has done to the peace movement and other, legitimate 

conscientious objectors. C.O.’s of all religious persuasions were done a great disservice by the religious and e EAVESDROP 

national zeal during this most recent war. Further analysis concerning the role of “international” churches e SUPPORT SR’S ADVERTISERS 


during times of war is needed. Obviously, this interview was a potentially serious setback to all these issues. 
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WISHING EVERY DAY WAS A BUNGEE DAY 


by Stephen D. Gibson 


IVE, FOUR, THREE, TWO, ONE,” MARK SAID, AND I 
leaned into a sixty foot fall. 

Bungee-jumping is a trip. There’s that first 
indescribable moment when I was free of the 
tower, floating toward the ground (and the 
stuntman-type of air bag) below, the long, 
relatively slow deacceleration as the cord was 
stretched by my weight, and best of all, there is the free-fall 
as the cord returns to its original shape, pulling jumpers high 
into the air at least twice after the first extension of the cord. I 
__ Suess there is an adrenalin rush, a euphoria from doing a 
__ difficult and scary thing, a runner's high sort of thing that 
_ takes place. There really is no adequate way to describe the 
feeling, it has to be experienced, but you can find out exactly 
_ what it’s like and won’t even have to travel far. 

Five friends and I drove to Logan on Saturday, to the 
Sports Tower there. The Sports Tower is one of two T-shaped 
_ towers in the United States that have been built specifically 
_ to be bungeed off of (the other is in New Jersey). The Tower 
itself is seventy feet tall with two bungee jumping stations 
and four rappelling stations and is located at 10th W. HWY 
89-91. It’s open Fridays from 3 p.m. to dark and Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. to dark. The tower can be reserved on other 
nights. The first jump costs $20 and each jump after the first 
is only $10 once you have bought a $10 T-shirt. The experi- 
ence is well worth the cost. 

The staff of the Sports Tower are genuinely friendly. They 
are also genuinely conscientious of all the jumpers’ safety. 
The Sports Tower has had 2,000 bungee jumpers over the last 
year without a single injury (there has been one bloody nose 
due to the height of the tower). Jumpers need to weigh 
between 90-250 pounds, have a sound body, and read and 
sign a short waiver. After each jumper is fit into a rappelling ae 
and shoulder harness they are weighed. At this point the ~~ 
harnesses are double checked for the first time and the walk 
up the eight flights of stairs that lead to the top of the tower 
begins. Along the length of each bungee cord, from about the 
navel where it will be connected, with the harness to a 
distance of about six feet is a pad designed to prevent 
tangling. The cords are considered safe for 1,000 jumps, but 
the Sports Tower replaces theirs after just 200. As you arrive 
up top the harnesses are checked again, a rappelling clip 
attaches you to the bungee cord appropriate for your weight, 
and everything is checked once more. 

After that, it’s a short walk to the end of the seventy foot 
tower where one of the two “jump-masters,” Mark or Jared, 
tells each person preparing to jump to place their feet on the 
edge about shoulder width apart. The view is amazing, the 
wind is strong, and people really do look like ants. “Pretend 
your feet are a hinge,” one of them will say, “and when I 
reach the number one just fall forward like a tree falls in the 
woods. Five, four, three, two, one—”A 
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ane 
Ret 


SPORTS TOWER! 


Fridays 3PM until dark 
Saturdays 10AM until dark 
{to reserve other dates and times 
call 752-1691) 

10 West and Highway 8991 
Logan, Utah 
—You can’t miss it!— 


You’re Ready For That Summer Road Trip, 
ga. . Butls Your Car? 


Foreign Cars Are Our CENTER 
Specialty, Nt Ace e  —EE 
~ 800 S. University Ave.» Just South of the Overpass ° 374-8881 


STUDENT REVIEW - AUGUST 1991 ISSUE 


6 


NRAOUS ARACHIS 


Shipped to Your Doorstep 
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“SCAVENGER HUNT’ 
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send to: P.O. Box 799, Pepsicola, FLA 55515 
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Product of Brazil. Void where prohibited. 


WARNING: cytotoxins & neurotoxins may cause abdominal 
cramping, rigidity of m nausea, sweating, respi 
distress, priapism (in males), rash, numbness, tingling, 
convulsions, and possibly death. 
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“This is no bogus bike sale, dude!” 
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LOWEST PRICES ON 
MOUNTAIN BIKES 


90 days, same as cash-~financing available 


We also carry most excellent féller-blades, bike helmets and accessories. 


Wednesday Night is Ladies Night! 
Ladies get in FREE! 
Saturday Night is College Night! 
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DISCOVER A COSMIC 
PARADISE 
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$1 Admission 
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WELCOME HOME TROOPS 


CELEBRATION SPECIALS 
20% off any purchase 


(with this ad please) 


Perms—$24.99 


(long hair extra) 


Haircuts—$6.00 


(Mon—Wed.) 


Tanning—$25.00 


ly unlimited) 


(month 


125 N. University Ave. 375.7928 
Costumes 377-0765 


R-E | E 
RECOMMENDS 


MUSIC . 


AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR 
IMPORT AUTO PEGASUS MUSIC 
Foreign cars are our specialty, Largest selection of tapes and 
not a sideline. CDs in Provo. 
800 S. University Ave., Provo 265 W. 1230 N. 
374-8881 374-2654 


BEAUTY SUPPLIES RESTAURANTS 
ALLEN FRASER AMBASSADOR PIZZA 
A Paul Mitchell Signature Salon. The Quality Choice. 
40 W. 100 N., Provo 265 W. 1230 N., Provo 
375-5368 377-0900 


TAYLOR MAID THE TORCH 
For all your beauty needs. The best shakes and BBQ 
125 N. University Ave., Provo chicken in Utah. 
375-7928 43 N. University Ave., Provo 
374-0202 
FAST FOOD 
STAN’S SPORTS & RECREATION 
Old fashioned shakes. SPORTS SHOES ETC. 
525 n. 900 e., provo Nike shoes for all occasions. 
375-6082 1774 N. University Pkwy., Provo 
377-9499 
GROCERY STORES 
FOOD 4 LESS VIDEO RENTALS 
Where more students lower their PEGASUS MUSIC 
food bills than any other store. $ .99 videos ($1.99 new releases) 
2250 N. University Pkwy. 265 W. 1230 N. 


374-2654 
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INTERVIEW WITH 


ORSON SCOTT CARD 


RSON ScoTT CarD IS ONE OF TODAY’S MOST 
popular science fiction novelists; he’s won 
the world’s top science fiction awards 
several times over. Card graduated from 
BYU’s theater program and frequently 
returns to BYU as a speaker or panelist. He 
continues to write within the Mormon 
community (he wrote the latest screenplay for the Hill 
Cumorah Pageant; he writes the Living Scriptures 
dramatizations; and he’s a Sunstone columnist), but he 
spends most of his time writing science fiction. His 
upcoming books include Xenocide (a third in the 
Ender's Game series, now available in the BYU 
Bookstore), The Redemption of Christopher Columbus , 
and a new Alvin Maker novel. Last summer, Student 
Review interviewed the author in his North Carolina 
home. 


SR: Your science fiction focuses more on human 
relationships than futuristic technology and interga- 
lactic travel. Why is that? 

Card: I think the best stories are about relation- 
ships. I jokingly tell people that all great literature is 
about just three things—love, sex, and death. Love for 
that sense of community and belonging that is 
fundamental to human need. Sex as a sort of rubric 
for all the carnal passions— all the hungers and needs 
that come through the lymphic node. Then death, the 


sense of mortality and the sense of identity: “Who am . 


1 as distinct from other people? And what part of me 
can die?” All of those are at the heart of literature, and 
all three of them are really expressed in stories about 
the relationships between people. 

And I think the only way you can really explore 
relationships is by showing them in transition. In at 
least my recent works, I try to show relationships as 
they change, as somebody moves from one position in 
his community to another and everyone adjusts. 

SR: Is science fiction, as a genre, accepted by the 
literary establishment? 

No. In fact we're probably greeted with more 
hostility than any other genre. Most of the other 
genres are treated with contempt. But we make them 
angry. 

SR Why is science fiction singled out? 

For good reason. We're the only other genre that 
actually pretends to be about something. Science 
fiction is about the real world. It’s about the human 
condition, and it changes the world probably more 
than literary fiction does. The audience for literary 
fiction, generally speaking, are highly trained elitists 
who are not open to change in the fiction they read. 
They‘re not looking for change of their identity or of 
their view of the world. 
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by Dan Nielson and Stirling Adams 


Science fiction readers, by contrast, are overwhelm- 
ingly people living in a continuous state of flux, who 
are perfectly willing to have their worldview altered by 
the fiction they read. Nobody in the literary genre is 
doing that to people. Where is the seventeen-year-old 
who picks up Updike to get a thrill? But there are 
plenty of them who are picking up Ender’s Game, or 
any number of other science fiction novels. And so 
science fictions writers have a strong influence over the 
best of the new generation that is completely out of the 
reach of literary writers and literature professors. 

Therefore, science fiction is the enemy to them. And 
they’re quite correct. We are the literary revolution that 
will displace them. A hundred years from now when 
they look at the great American literature of the 
1900’s—especially the latter half, Updike, Bellow, etc.— 
they'll be footnotes. The main story will be the leading 
science fiction writers. I can’t pretend to know who will 
emerge as the top. I have my own favorites. Asimov, 
Heinlein, Clarke. LeGuin certainly earns a place. 

SR: Yourself? 

Oh, no. Every writer has the fantasy that he is the 
greatest thing that ever lived. Those are the good days. 
Then there are the bad days when you know that no 
one has ever written worse trash. I think you have to 
have both of those ideas. In fact, I think you almost 
have to hold them in your mind simultaneously. 

SR: Your writing conveys a lot of compassion about 
intensely tragic events. To what extent does your fiction 
come from your own experiences? 

Do I write from experience? No, my best writing is 
from my imagination, not from my experience. There 
are emotional passages in my works where people are 
undergoing terrible suffering and great loss. But my life 
is virtually untouched by tragedy. There are people 
who write me letters saying I must have had a tor- 
mented childhood, abuse and so forth. No, I had great 
parents, they were kind to me, and encouraging. I 
didn’t see abuse or suffering. I had some quarrels with 
my older brother, and I had a close friendship with my 
older sister. I borrow from details in my own life here 
and there because its part of my life. I take just as much 
from everything else I have ever seen. Your writing 
doesn’t have to reflect your real life. It has to reflect the 
world you believe you live in. That is a whole different 
thing and includes everything you have ever seen or 
care about or believe in. It also includes all the literature 
you have read that is important enough for you to 
incorporate it into your world view. 

SR: The Alvin Maker series is more historical novel and 
fantasy than science fiction. Saints is a historical novel. Are 


SEE CARD, 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 
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BACK OF THE ICEBOX 


by Sean Ziebarth 


REVENGE PIZZA 
ro eS eo 


1 large frozen pizza, any brand will do. 
1 can of Alpo dog food. 


UNCLE DAN’S 
LOST VIDEOS 


by Danny Patterson 


TS FRIDAY NIGHT AND YOU AND YOUR DATE HAVE JUST FINISHED A HEAVENLY LITTLE 
dinner at Chuck-A-Rama. You walk arm in arm out to the car lost in 
romantic thought, when your date turns to you and says, “Dear, let’s rent a 
movie.” Confident of your prowess in fine film selection, you smile and lead 
her to the nearest video store. To your horror all the copies of The Little 
Mermaid and Lethal Weapon II have been rented, an unforseen dilema of 
nightmare proportions. You begin to squirm. You can feel the trusting eyes 
of your date search your face for guidance and strength. Realizing your failure as 
a video stallion, you break down and sob, confessing your handicap. Disillu- 
sioned and distraught, your date leaves you a broken shambles in the New 
Releases aisle. Your life is over. 

This doesn’t have to be you. Uncle Dan his here to help. From my vast 
archives Ill recommend obscure bits of film and give you a synopsis of the plot 
and why the film received it’s rating. No longer will you fear the unchartered 
waters of the video store. 

This week’s film is a fun little sleeper called The Big Picture. Released only last 
year, it didn’t last long in the theaters due to non-existent advertising and a 
limited run, but it is destined to become a video classic. The film stars Kevin 
Bacon as a young film major fresh out of school who finds himself thrown into 
the world of big-time movie making. Plucked up by a hot producer, Kevin 
idealistically sets out to make a quality film of substance and value, only to end 
up compromising everything to cater to the formulas of success. In his push for 
stardom he loses his best friend, his girl, and eventually his integrity. But have 
no fear, fellow movie-goers, this one has a happy ending in classic comic fashion. 

The entire cast ofThe Big Picture gives an excellent performance that keeps you 
laughing while urging you to re-evaluate your own values. Michael McKean, 
best known for his role as Lenny on “Lavern and Shirley,” and Jennifer Jason- 
Leigh, most recently seen in Backdraft, both did an outstanding job in their 
supporting roles and added color and life to the film. But the real show stopper is 
a the cameo appearance by Martin Short as Kevin's flamboyant agent. In possibly 
the most hysterical ten minutes of the whole movie, Short steals the show and 
cements himself as a true comic genius. 

Rated PG for minimal bad language, The Big Picture is a refreshing break from 
the summer action flicks and is a fun film that even your bishop would enjoy. 
Uncle Dan says this is a definite must see(four stars). A 


Follow the heating directions on the pizza pack- 
age. While the pizza is warming up, use the Alpo 
and form tiny meatballs. When the pizza is just about 
finished, add the Alpo meatballs and put the pizza 
back in the oven for its final heating. This allows the 
pizza to finish cooking while the meatballs are 
cooked to a perfect tenderness. Serve. 


Obviously, this recipe isn’t for your personal 


consumption. Myself and a friend invented this 
concoction one summer afternoon in ‘85. We were 
swimming in his backyard pool along with two other 


friends of mine. They beat us in a game of water 
basketball, and they weren’t going to let us forget it. 
Then they demanded that we fix them lunch. Being 
the good losers that we were, we went inside and 
whipped up Revenge Pizza. Their pizza was laced 
with the meatballs; ours was left untainted. How- 
ever, the revenge part didn’t work very well. They 
loved the pizza and even cleaned their plate of 

a the leftover meatballs. Finger lickin’ good! A 
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11th’ LOCATION 
IN PROVO! 
(377-0900) 


We use 100% Real Cheese, Fresh Produce, Fresh 
Daily-Made Dough & Sauces. Ask our customers/ They 
Say “Ambassador has the best pizza around!” 


HOT ¢- AST e FRESH WE DELIVER * 


“Limited Area 


PROVO/OREM 265 West 1230 North (next to Pegasus Video) 


AMBASSADOR 
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“The Quality Choice” 
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CARD, FROM PAGE 8 


these novels your attempts to break free of 
science fiction? 

Breaking free of science fiction is an 
oxymoron. Science fiction is the free place. 
You create the world you need in order to 
tell your story. Historical novels are much 
more restraining. Saints was hard to write. I 
wrote it because that was one historical 
novel I really wanted to write. It’s the story 
of my people. It’s my community’s epic. 
The period of Nauvoo is the true epic of 
Mormonism. The Mormon story is too 
incoherent before that. But having written 
Saints, | haven't felt any driving need to 
return. And really, science fiction is the 
genre in which you can do what you want. 

Most of Saint’s sales now are to Mor- 
mons. That is a shame, because the book is 
meant to be the story of Mormons for non- 
Mormons written in a way that they could 
receive. Some Mormons, in fact, are shocked 


You take something, and you exaggerate it 
beyond reality to clarify reality. Yes, there 
are probably no geniuses at the level of 
Ender Wiggin. But there was a Napoleon, 
there was the evil genius of Stalin. We are 
willing to accept the idea of evil geniuses, 
but somehow we get abashed at the ideal of 
somebody who uses it wisely. 

SR: What is your motivation in writing 
the Alvin Maker series, in portraying a 
Mormon history intertwined with magic, 
and the mystical? 

I was, and am, trying to tell the truth. The 
poem that that series started with, I wrote it 
before anybody had ever heard of Mark 
Hofmann. The poem had the magic, it had 
an animal, the redbird, and I was really 
interested in showing that side of our story. 
But then Mark Hoffman blew it for me. For 
years I couldn’t write about it, because 
people would just say that I was copying 


Ender. But it is very complicated and 
philosophically more difficult. It takes a 
little more patience on the part of the reader. 
I can’t help that. 

SR: Why is Ender’s Game so popular? 

Card: Ender's Game touched a nerve. It’s a 
tragedy, about being cut off from your 
family and finding a new identity. People 
think that the classic comedy ending, where 
everything turns out right, is what people 
are looking for—not true. That’s what 
middle-aged people are looking for. But 
adolescents look for tragedy, they love it. 
They want the noble hero who ironically is 
never rewarded. It’s how they usually see 
themselves. Ender ends tragically: the kid is 
never fully restored to his family, never 
reaps any rewards, in fact he’s vilified for 
what he was forced to do. 

I try and discover what makes romances 
work. I try to discover what makes fiction 


by the book, only appeal to an audience, why 
because of their people who have no bread 
i t ill still read a book 
reawsetandong “IF YOUR WORLD VIEW HAS BEEN SHAPED toamovie Ithinkthe 
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iho sdies =o EVERYTHING YOU WRITE.” SR: Xenocide is 
Mormon history depressing title. 
goes through a Well, it’s about wiping 
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“Ah-ha, ah-ha,” and then they take the 
raciest stuff they can, the most exciting stuff, 
and without any attempt to put it into 
context, they go for that. 

And the “ah-ha” version is never the true 
version. It’s similar to when children first 
learn that their parents have sex. They think 
it’s disgusting, but they begin to put it in 
context with the rest of the world, and it 
begins to sound okay. One of the things that 
I tried to do in my writing for the Living 
Scripture Church history tapes was to take 
all the stuff that anti-Mormons use for their 
“ah-ha” value and use them, but in a context 
where they made sense. Listeners, especially 
if they listen to it in childhood so that the 
tapes become part of their worldview, are 
virtually anti-Mormon immune. Somebody 
can give them anti-Mormon literature, and 
they'll say, “Oh, I knew about that, and this 
is what it really means, this is what was 
going on.” 

SR: The main characters of your novels 
are often flawless. They're mental, spiritual, 
and often physical superhumans. They 
don’t seem to share the human condition of 
at least partial depravity. Why is that? 

You assume that to be a fully rounded a 
character has to have some evil side or have 
some dark problems. ] know people who are 
simply good. Tolstoy was wrong. The lives 
of good people are not boring. I don’t see 
any reason to show somebody having some 
horrible, bad side to make him believable as 
a human being. 

I know that there are the other people. I 
write many evil people into my books. But if 
I happen to choose to tell a story about 
somebody who behaves nobly, who tries his 
best, and his best is pretty darn good, that 
doesn’t make him false at all. There are 
people like that, I have known them. 

SR: But there aren’t any Ender Wiggins or 
Alvin Makers out there, are there? 

Nonsense! In another area, people tell me 
that the dialogue of the children of Ender's 
Game isn’t real. “They don’t talk like that.” 
No, they don’t talk like that in front of 
adults. They don’t talk like that in front of 
you. Likewise, they say that there’s nobody 
as perfect as Ender. That's the excuse people 
give for their own imperfections. “Hey, 
nobody is that good.” Not true! There are 
people that are that good. And those of us 
that aren’t that good, or at least don’t act as 
if we're that good, have no excuse, except 
for who we really are. 

__ Some of my characters do have extraordi- 
nary powers. I’m using the exaggeration of 
fantasy in order to clarify the issue. We all 
have power and influence over other 
people, and we all need to learn to use it 
responsibly. I’m doing what you do in every 
other aspect of science fiction and fantasy. 


the salamander story. Finally, that was 
shown to be a fake (I was skeptical all 
along), so I could get back to the Maker 
series—which I’ve really enjoyed. 

SR: The parallels to the Mormon story are 
pretty obvious. 

Yes they are, very much so. And that 
continues. Alvin will be killed in Carthage, 
for example. And of course, Arthur is going 
to be the Brigham Young figure. After 
Alvin's death he will be able to speak with 
Alvin’s voice. And the preacher, in the end I 
think we're going to find him standing with 
Alvin. 

SR: What kind of response do you get 
from your non-Mormon readers from the 
‘Mormon’ items that show up in your 
books? 

I used to try to eliminate all references to 
Mormonism or Mormon culture from my 
books. Once I was done I would go through 
and strip the “Mormon things” out. But 
people could tell, even after I did that. I’d be 
at a convention, and someone would tell 
me, “As soon as I read that, 1 knew you 
were a Mormon.” So I gave up, and now! 
leave the Mormon references in. You can’t 
get away from that. If your worldview has 
been shaped by Joseph Smith, it’s going to 


not to and finally having to, some ugly stuff. 
It’s a continuation of Speaker for the Dead, 
with some new main characters and a whole 
new world. The world of Path is based in a 
Chinese culture with a pseudo-conservative 
return to ancient Chinese values that is a 
hopeless mixture of Taoism, Confucianism, 
and Buddhism all mushed into one belief 
system. 

On that world, there are remarkable 
people who exhibit an obsessive compulsive 
behavior disorder, which the people 
interpret as the voice of the gods. They 
believe that they are being spoken to by the 
gods, and we find out otherwise. Plus we 
find out what the Descolada virus in 
Speaker for the Dead really was all along 
and what to do about it. 

We still don’t solve everything. I was 
about 100,000 words into this novel and 
found that there was no way I was going to 
be able to tell the whole story in one book. 
Xenocide was supposed to be the last of this 
series, but instead, there will be a fourth. 

Now, please don’t telegraph this to non- 
Mormon readers because they will not miss 
anything that would matter to them. But 
Mormon readers are going to find some 
peculiarly interesting stuff in Xenocide. 


artistically successful. 

I think that is b.s. A book doesn’t have to 
be dull to the be good literature, and it 
needn't be dishonest to be entertaining. To 
be in the first group, a writer must throw 
away his or her talent; to be in the second, 
the writer loses both his integrity and his 
audience. People don’t give the readers 
enough credit. The popular Mormon reader 
is ready for fiction that shows our life 
truthfully, even though it may hurt. 

The literary world has placed this barrier 
between it and the “popular reader.” But 
that’s hogwash. In England with Jane Austen 
and here with Mark Twain, we had good 
writers who were entertaining; they made 
their reader's laugh and cry—yet we still 
regard them as art, as good literature. 

These were people who wrote honest, 
often satirical stories, but they. wrote from 
within the community. Twain, even when he 
saw himself as a cynic, wrote from the 
inside. Austen’s readers were the same 
educated middle class that she teased in her 
books. Twain's and Austen’s readers 
recognized the truth about themselves; they 
laughed at their own eccentricities, and they 
liked it. 

We founded Hatrack with‘this in mind, 
that Mormons wanted exactly the same 
thing—truthful characterizations of the 
culture, when it hurts, when it’s funny, even 
when it makes us look ridiculous, as long as 
we know the storyteller is one of us. That's 
the key. If he laughs at us, he laughs with us. 

That kind of writing isn’t happening in 
our culture. Too many Mormons are caught 
up in writing about faith. Most Mormon 
fiction now is what I call “revolving door” 
fiction. It’s about people who are either 
joining or leaving the Church. I don’t know, 
those books may have their place, but 
certainly there are way too many of them. I 
don’t think revolving door stories, even the 
best, are very illuminating, they don’t tell 
much about what Mormons are. 

The decision about whether or not to join 
the community, whether it’s your family or 
whatever—most intelligent people make the 
decision once, and it’s the single least 
relevant question. What's important is how 
you conduct yourself in the community, 
what kind of person you are, how you act. 

It’s the same with Dickens and Austen. 
The characters in their novels don’t sit 
around worrying about whether or not they 
should continue being English. Twain’s 
people don’t experience an epiphany when 
they decide to be American; they don’t 
decide. The characters belong, irrevocably, to 
their community. 
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Game -Speaker for the Dead series corre- 
sponded to your growth, not just as a writer, but 
as a person. You said you weren't sure if you 
would ever reach the stage to write Xenocide? 
Do you remember that? 

I remember that well. Xenocide (Card’s 
latest novel) is the hardest thing I have ever 
written. It is deeper philosophically and has 
more of a metaphysical grounding than 
anything I’ve written. As an artist, I had to 
juggle plot lines and keep more things in 
the air— I had to identify with and care 
about so many characters. We are little bit 
concerned because these factors make it 
more difficult to read. 

Ender's Game is extremely accessible, even 
to young readers. Speaker for the Dead is 
more complicated, less accessible. Sales for 
it have not been anywhere near what 
Ender's have been. Speaker won the Hugo 
and Nebula and sells well, but Ender has a 
much wider following. Xenocide is at least as 
different from Speaker as Speaker was from 


good for, you get to work in theology that 
you could never fit into a mainstream novel. 
SR: What advice would you give to our 
readers interested in writing? 
Let me answer that by telling you what 


I’m trying to do with Hatrack River, our [my - 


wife and I] publishing company. Unfortu- 
nately, just like other American fiction, LDS 
fiction has been channelled into one of two 
categories. There’s the sugar-coated popular 
fiction that presents a very simple view of 
the Church and the people. And then there’s 
the literary novels, which, like their main- 
stream American counterparts, are dull, 
slow, and often antagonistic to the Church. 
There are some exceptions to these two 
groups, but not many. You see, the problem 
is the LDS community has bought the same 
line the rest of America has: popular novels 
have to be shallow, poorly written, or they 
won't be successful, while literary novels 
must be cynical, offensive, and impen- 
etrable, even inaccessible, in order to be 
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revolving door. 

Some intellectuals seem to hold the 
mainstream Mormon in contempt, writing 
him off as boring, unthinking. Just the 
opposite is true. Everyone on the fringes of 
the community is hashing over the same 
tune, saying the same thing over and over. 
It’s within the community, where committed 
people are creating their community 
experience, that the wonderful diversity 
occurs. That’s where the real stories are to be 
told. The most powerful and true stories of 
any people are rarely about faith, anyway. 
They are almost always about love and sex 
and death; about discovering each other, 
belonging to each other, and losing each 
other. Tell your readers this: I want stories 
about Love, Sex, and Death in the Mormon 
culture. A 


FEW WEEKS AGO, ORSON SCOTT CarD’S 
latest novel, Xenocide, appeared 
on the shelves of the BYU 
bookstore. I purchased it immedi- 
ately. I admit to being a major 
science-fiction fan and to possess- 
ing a larger library (by a good 
amount) than any other undergrad I know, 
but I am also a poor college student. Thus as 
a generally unbroken rule I buy only used 
books—but in this case I didn’t even hesitate 
to buy the new hard-cover. This book I had 
been waiting for a very long time; and for 
the past year I walked through the book- 
store daily with the hope that it would 
arrive. 

Xenocide is the sequel to Orson Scott 
Card's two principal books: Ender's Game 
and Speaker For the Dead. Ender's Game is the 
enthralling story of a young child /super- 
genius (“Ender”) who is used by the 
government and military of Earth to 
command the battle fleets humanity has 
sent to destroy the insectoid aliens, “the 
Buggers,” who have already attacked Earth 
twice. The story is impossible to put down. 
I've read it three times already, but again 
today when I went to look up a few things 
for this article, I was unable to stop reading 
it once I started, and I reread the whole 
thing from where I picked it up until the 
ending. (And now I want to finish this so I 
can read the beginning again.) 

Speaker For the Dead is an incredible 
sequel. Many times with sequels, an author 
will take a winning book and rewrite it with 
a few changes in order to make money. 
Speaker for the Dead, on the other-hand, is not 
anything like the first novel. The two 
principal characters carry on, but the story is 
set up in no way like the first. Ender and his 
sister have been travelling about at relativis- 
tic speeds and have arrived light-years away 
and centuries later on the Portuguese 
colony-world, Lusitania. (In the first two 
books, Card solves the Faster-Than-Light 


XENOCIDE REVIEWED 


by John Hamer 


trouble without resorting to the creation of a 
simple “hyper-drive” or a “warp drive” — 
instead his starships take tens to hundreds of 
years to make their voyages, but for the 
humans travelling on the ships only a few 
hours or days seem to have passed.) In the 
thousands of years that have passed, the 
once outlawed religions of Earth have not 
only resurfaced and survived into the age of 
interstellar colonization, but they have been 
incorporated into humanity’s constitution 
and have been granted colony worlds—a bit 
of fantasy allowable because it shows for our 
time the ideas of tolerance and relativism. 
Each of the worlds has their own beliefs: 
from the humanist colonies, the muslim 
colonies, agnostic colonies, to the Mormon 
colonies (that doubtless exists somewhere in 
the “Hundred Worlds” of Card’s universe), 
but each of the colonies get along, and 
anyone on each of the worlds is free to 
believe what they will and request clergy of 
their belief, etc. Speaker For the Dead shows us 
the Calvinist Scandinavian world of © 
Trondheim, and the Brazilian Catholic world 
of Lusitania—and in doing so, shows you 
the beauty of both cultures, allowing you to 
empathize with the colonists regardless of 
your own cultural biases. 

Speaker For the Dead also presents several 
alien cultures. The Lusitania colony was 
planted on the homeworld of the second 
intelligent species known to humanity, the 
porquinhos or “Piggies.” The Piggies are 
small mammal-like creatures with upturned- 
noses who were at the equivalent of the 
stone age when humanity arrived. Their 
culture and biology are mysterious through- 
out the book, and when they are revealed, 
turn out to be fantastically alien, and 
enormously creative in the Sci-Fi world of 
“Vulcans” and “Ewoks.” The book also sees 
the rebirth of the Buggers, and the birth of 
the artificially intelligent computer-entity, 
“Jane”. Speaker For the Dead also makes a 
very startling argument against Star Trek's 


“Prime Directive” against interference with 
other cultures. The Piggies complain that 
while they are trying to develop technology, 


_the humans are colonizing all the usable 


worlds. Thus, while they are being allowed 
to develop naturally and at their own pace, 


- there will be no where for them to be, when 


they are ready to inherit the galaxy. 
Xenocide was necessary to clean up many 
of the crises that grew out of the second 
book. (Most good trilogies work in this 
fashion: the first is self-contained but leaves 
some few things unresolved, the second 
solves some of these but makes a good deal 
more which are wrapped up in the third, as 
in Star Wars, The Empire Strikes Back, and The 
Return of the Jedi.) The rulers of the Hundred 
Worlds, the Starways Congress, are worried 
about the human rebellion on Lusitania, and 
about the dreaded disease which the piggies 
carry in their genetic make-up, the 
Descolada—which would destroy all Earth 
life if not held in check. The Congress has 
sent a fleet carrying a weapon which will 
destroy Lusitania, the Piggies, and the 
Descolada—the same way the Buggers were 
all but destroyed in the first book. The book 
begins on the correct footing, on the Taoist 
planet, Path, with new characters as interest- 
ing as the old. But after the first few chap- 
ters, you are wondering if this book was 
written by the same thoughtful author 
whose first two award-winning books 
caused you to purchase this book new. The 
characterization becomes heavy and 
extremely drawn-out. (Drawn out no doubt, 
because Card has decided to stretch this 
simple trilogy into at least four books by 
refraining from resolving anything with this 
book.) In addition to over-characterization, 
he goes into a technical (but relatively 
unnecessary and thoroughly ludicrous) 
explanation of how “philotic-twining” (Ge. 
“intelligences” and souls from Mormon 
doctrine) is the actual basis for all matter and 
energy in the universe, underlying atomic 


particles. Additionally, he throws his 
intercultural relativism to the wind. It turns 
out that the gods of Path are not true, but 
have been set up to control the planet by the 
power-hungry Starways Congress. When 
one of the characters is worried about this, 
she asked renowned agnostic-humanist 
Ender about the nature of divinity, and he 
comes back with the uncharacteristic reply 
that true gods would not do what the gods 
of Path did, true gods would teach you how 
to become like them. A statement totally out 
of character, irrational to any agnostic or 
humanist—logical only to a devout Mor- 
mon. Card then goes thoroughly insane. He 
destroys his interesting method of interstel- 
lar travel, by creating a method of Faster- 
Than-Light (FTL) travel. This method 
involves nothing more than wishing you 
were out of the universe, and then wishing 
you were back in it in a different place than 
you were before. On top of this rubbish, 
when you are in the place outside the 
universe you can create anything that you 
want, just by thinking about it. Thus on his 
first trip, Ender accidently recreates a young 
Valentine and a young Peter—two interest- 
ing but long gone characters from the first 
book. And after trying our patience to the 
limit, as I mentioned earlier, Card refuses to 
resolve anything when he chooses to end the 
book. He has essentially committed Sericide: 
the deliberate and systematic destruction of 
a great series. 

Thus although it is one of the best books I 
have ever read, I can no longer recommend 
to anyone that they read Ender's Game. 
Because having read it, you will want to 
read Speaker For the Dead. And having read 
Speaker For the Dead, you will be unable to 
resist reading Xenocide. And having read 
Xenocide, you will be just as angry and 
disappointed with Orson Scott Card as ] am. 
A 


MAPS IN A MIRROR REVIEWED 


by Marni Campbell 


APS IN A MIRROR ($22.95 FROM 
TOR) is a nearly complete 
collection of Orson Scott Card’s 
short stories, most of them 
previously published in SciFi 
journals, and some printed for 
the first time in the anthology. It 
is an ambitious work that has perilous 
potential for becoming narcissistic. He 
divides the stories into sections—" Tales of 
Dread;” “Tales of Human Futures, Fables, 
and Fantasies;” “Tales of Death, Hope, and 
Holiness,” and “The Hidden Stories.” 

Card is a Mormon writer in a way that 
Doug Thayer or Jack Weyland (other 
commercially successful writers) are not. 
They deal with Mormon sensibility, playing 
with culture-specific locations and situations 
(young Mormon boy gets Laurel pregnant, 
etc.). Card’s writing is Mormon in metaphor 
rather than detail, and he draws froma 
unique racial memory that most of us are too 
inhibited, or too lazy, to tap. 

In his introduction to the first section of 
“Tales of Dread,” Card refers to Stephen 
King and suggests that King’s strength is his 
ability to create characters we care about 

’ before he chops their hands off—an impor- 
tant idea which Card at times seems to miss. 
King creates vivid, imaginative characters 
and places them in the ordinary world of 
houses and streets, cars and dogs, generating 


dread, terror, and horror with his remark- 
able physical descriptions; in The Stand, he 
describes the fingernails of one character 
“peeling off like wet decals.” Card’s skill is 
in creating vivid and imaginative worlds 
with fine, ordinary folk facing moral 
dilemmas. He needs a bit of blood and 
knifing to ground his stories in the physical 
world so that we can relate to the terror of 
his characters. 

In “Eumenides in the Fourth Floor 
Lavatory,” Card’s descriptions of the guilt- 
personifying, prophetic, deformed baby 
don’t quite work. When he tries to describe 
its movements, whether attacking the sleazy 
ad-man or perching on a window ledge, 
they are difficult to picture. He finds his 
footing, however, in “The Changed Man 
and the King of Words.” There is vivid 
tension and great psychological interest in 
the story of a father and son who confront 
each other through a computer-generated 
tarot game and the ancient tale of Oedipus. 

There are some nice pieces in the next 
section, “Tales of Human Futures.” 
“Dogwalker” is his funniest story, if a little 
uneven. In “But We Try Not to Act Like It,” 
a bow to George Orwell, we see again 
Card’s fascination with myth. What begins 
to emerge at this point in the collection is a 
sense of Card as a person. Just as Flannery 
O’Conner’s ever-present misfits, the 


crippled and grotesque angels of grace, are a 
reflection of her own physically limited self, 
we sense Card’s presence in his protago- 
nists—the writer-scholar, the lapsed 
academic who wields mysticism, myth, and 
four-letter words with equal skill. 

The fourth section, “Tales of Death, Hope, 
and Holiness,” contains the most overtly 
religious stories. Card says he is tired of 
“revolving door” religious fiction, which 
assumes that the only religious issue with 
enough tension to make a good storie is that 
of belief vs. non-belief. He insists that this is 
childish. “Eye for an Eye” is compelling—it 
has many of the elements of “Seventh Son,” 
magic combined with more conventional 
Christianity, and it also obliquely addresses 
the dilemma of religious fanatics, like the 
Singers, and their willingness to assign a 
spiritual imperative to nearly any violent 
tendency. 

My favorite story is in the fifth section, 
“The Hidden Stories.” Card chose to include 
in this section things he has written for 
church-related publications—The Ensign, The 
New Era, The Friend, Sunstone. “Gert Fram,” 
published first in The Ensign, truly moved 
me. The short story made me cry (but then I 
cried when Charly died) because Gert is the 
twelve-year old novelist that lurks in all of 
us, struggling to find respect, retreating with 
pathetic pride to a room of her own to write 
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“Water Warts” and “Chapy Nukls.” I 
would die for such great titles. 

Reading a complete collection like this 
eventually becomes less of a literary 
experience and more of an intense, close- 
quartered relationship, like having a new 
missionary companion or camping for a 
week with strangers. Orson Scott Card is 
unusually generous with his personal life, 
his fantasies and frustrations. I suspect that 
many LDS writers are frustrated because 
the popular contemporary genres, short 
story, poetry, as they have been developed 
in the post-modernist era, are not well 
suited to introducing moral dilemmas or 
deeply personal metaphysical wrestlings. 
Card acknowledges in the essay introduc- 
ing “Tales of Death, Hope, and Holiness” 
that science fiction may well be the last 
literary frontier that is safe for religion, 
since it demands that the author create his 
own cosmology and allows for the absurd, 
which so often characterizes the grace 
experience. Card suggests more than once 
that he became a science fiction writer by 
default, that he would rather have written 
plays or “straight” fiction, but by focussing 
on a genre that allows for faith and fancy, 
he is possibly the most unique and faith- 
affirming contemporary Mormon author. 
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SENATE JUDICIARY — 
COMMITTEE 


CLARENCE THOMAS AND THE 
INTERPRETATION 


By Mike Austin 


HOUGH THE UPCOMING NOMINATION 
proceedings of Clarence Thomas will 
probably not match the entertain- 
ment value of the Bork hearings, the 
Gulf War, or even last year’s 
Freedom Festival (live from the 
fleshpots of Las Vegas—it’s Wayne 
Newton!), Bush’s most recent 

Supreme Court nomination is already 

beginning to stir up trouble. Though 

Senators and Representatives are dying to 

know how Thomas intends to vote on key 

issues such as abortion, affirmative action, 
and victim’s rights, the current debate has 
turned to the more esoteric realm of judicial 
philosophy. 

As expected, Thomas’ nomination has 
resurrected the age-old conflict between 
strict constructionists and judicial activists, 
but this time there’s a twist: for the first time 
in a century it is the liberals who have 
emerged as the protectors of the status quo 
and “strict interpretation” while the 
conservatives are pressing for the kind of 
judicial activism—the blatant overthrow of 
traditional precedents—that they are 
supposed to detest. 

The phenomenon of liberal defenders of 
the status quo versus conservative reform- 
ists is most evident in issues such as 
abortion rights, which, just about everybody 
admits, will face a serious challenge the next 
time the Supreme Court reconsiders their 
1973 Roe vs Wade decision. Since both of 
Roe’s dissenters (White and Rhenquist) are 


still on the court, and have been joined by 
two confirmed anti-abortionists (Scalia and 
Kennedy), Thomas’ vote (if he is as anti- 
abortion as the Left would have us believe) 
could form the necessary majority to make 
abortion illegal in many states. 

Conservative activists who spent the 
entire decade of the sixties opposing the 
judicial activism of the Warren Court now 
count on the very same activism to accom- 
plish their agenda. To prevent such a thing 
from happening, pro-choice activists have 
adopted a rhetorical stance that, 20 years 
ago, they themselves would have de- 
nounced as dangerous: that the next justice, 
must be completely committed to upholding 
“valid legal precedents.” After 20 years, the 
beneficiaries of what has been considered 
the most blatant example of judicial activism 
in our country’s history have, out of political 
necessity, become confirmed supporters of 
the status quo. 

Along with illustrating the meaningless 
nature of words like “conservative” and 
“liberal,” the coming showdown illustrates 
the fallacy of the historical dichotomy 
between strict interpretation and judicial 
activism. Judicial conservatism supposedly 
holds that it is the duty of the court to 
determine whether or not a law is in 
harmony with some greater principle—such 
as the literal text of the Constitution, the 
complex network of judicial precedent, or 
the “original intent” of the Founding 
Fathers. Judicial activists, on the other hand, 


believe that the court is not tied to any 
doctrine of original intent and should be able 
to actively participate in the process of 
legislation by creating as well as locating the 
standards by which a law is judged to be 
“good” or “bad.” 

Though this dichotomy often becomes the 
focal point for nomination hearings, the 
debate over Clarence Thomas shows clearly 
that politics, not judicial philosophy, is the 
real concern of both the politicians and the 
populace—and rightly so. Philosophies such 
as strict interpretation and judicial activism 
are not competing grounds of being that 
separate people on fundamental levels, but 
are interpretive strategies that help us to 
justify the decisions we have already made. 

To put it bluntly, most judges tend to be 
strict conservatives when deciding certain 
cases and rabid reformists when deciding 
others: It all depends on their vision of what 
the Constitution ought to say. 

Like all theory, judicial philosophy 
explains, but does not create, political reality. 
Thus, a decision such as Brown vs the Topeka 
Board of Education begins with the political 
sentiment that “segregation is wrong” and 
then proceeds to the abstract “here’s all the 
legal mumbo jumbo that explains why.” In 
this case, as in most other instances, judicial 
philosophy is subservient to much more 
important agendas. 

Because no citizen is completely without 
political opinions, and because the Supreme 
Court is a political institution, the public has 


STUDENT REVIEW - AUGUST 1991 ISSUE 


12 


= 


LITICS OF 


the right to know how prospective justices 
feel about contemporary issues. However, 
each time a nominee admits to political 
sentiment, some faction cries “foul.” For 
some reason, Americans prefer to see their 
judicial branch as pure and untainted by 
political realities, obsessed with reading The 
Federalist Papers to find out the God-given 
truths about the Founders’ “original intent.” 
But whether we like it or not, Supreme 
Court justices have opinions, and it is these 
opinions—not some complex philosophical 
abstractions—that affect our way of life. 

The fact that judicial philosophies can be 
so easily redrawn along political lines 
illustrates a very important fact: that judicial 
philosophies will always be redrawn along 
political lines. Abstract morals, while 
rhetorically effective, carry little weight 
against political realities. And the Supreme 
Court owes its existence to the Founding 
Fathers’ belief that right answers cannot be 
merely discovered but must be constructed. 

Judicial philosophies are interpretive 
strategies—tools that judges use to arrive at 
the interpretations that best fit our historical 
context. When Clarence Thomas goes before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee, the people 
of the United States deserve to see the 
political motivations that lie behind 
whatever judicial philosophies he claims. 
Brushing aside the complicated 
doublespeak of judicial philosophy, we have 
a right to know how he will vote on the 
issues that affect us. A 


CLARENCE THOMAS: A REPORT CARD | 


By Russell Fox 


LARENCE THOMAS IS CONFUSING, TO SAY 
the least. What are we to make of 
him? Forty-three years old, he was 
born to a broken family in Savannah, 
Georgia. Growing up, he faced 
prejudice and overcame it—not with 
government assistance, but with a 
determination drilled into him by a loving 
family and a strict Catholic education. He 
has impressed those around him as a smart, 
self-made man. However, just what has he 
made himself into? Let us examine a few 
salient features of this man, who will 
probably sit on the Supreme Court for 
decades to come. 

1. Legal Theory. That Judge Thomas has 
displayed an iconoclastic individualism in 
his approach to justice is undeniable. But 
why? The answer can be summed up in two 
words: natural law. Presumably found in the 
Declaration of Independence, natural law 
claims that people, God’s creations, hold 
certain “inalienable” rights as part of the 
natural order. This “higher law” is therefore 
independent of all institutions and tradi- 
tions. 

One might think that such a theory would 
be the ultimate guarantee of individual 
protection from government intrusion. Not 
so. While natural law does guarantee the 
right to life, it also allows you (or others) to 
do most anything with that life. Natural law 
is ultimately majoritarianism. If enough 
people want to do something with their 
God-given lives, then there is very little an 
individual can do to stop them. Sixty years 
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ago, when natural law theory held sway, 
minimum wage laws, laws preventing child 
labor, etc.—all were considered unconstitu- 
tional, because they infringed on 
businessmen’s “right” to run their companies 
the way they wanted to. Natural law is a 
license to legislate on behalf of whatever the 
majority wants. While one may argue the 
court has gone too far to the left in defining 
economic rights over the past 30 years, 
invoking natural law in this day and age to 
rectify it is no answer. On this subject, 
Thomas gets a: C- 

2. Race Relations. Where does Clarence 
Thomas get off saying that all civil rights 


2 


G 


» 


A ISS YYW 


leaders do is “bitch, bitch, bitch, whine and 
moan” (New York Times 2 July 1991)? Simple. 
He doesn’t believe in what they are fighting 
for. The civil rights agenda in this country 
has been dominated for the last 20 years by 
the quest for economic aid to minorities to 
compensate for past abuse—the ultimate 
goal being equality with whites. Thomas 
rejects this as childish. He claims 1) no good 
can come from portraying minorities as 
victims in order to plead for cash, and 2) 
since “there is nothing you can do to get past 
black skin,” (New York Times 2 July 1991) as 
he once put it, why even try to be the same as 
the whites? Thomas has no Donahuesque 


dreams of racial utopia. His vision is 
reactionary, hailing back to Malcom X and 
the black nationalistic movement. He 
believes his fellow blacks should tell whites 
to buzz off, thank you, and achieve on their 
own. 

Granted, this is a tough, even callous view 
of things. But have affirmative action and 
other racial parity measures worked? 
Obviously not. Thomas brings something 
fresh to the racial argument, something that 
hasn’t been heard in a while: an honest call 
to realistic racial achievement. On this 
subject, Thomas gets an: A 

3. Experience. This one’s not even worth a 
full paragraph. Thomas is by all accounts a 
very able man. Swell. The facts are, he’s had 
nine years experience as a judge and eight as 
a government bureaucrat. He is certainly not 
the “most qualified man for the post,” and 
everyone knows it, including Bush and 
Thomas. He was nominated because he’s a 
black conservative—period. I’m not saying 
he shouldn’t have been nominated, but, hey, 
let’s be honest here. On this subject, Thomas 
gets a: D+ 

So that’s my view of Thomas. Will he be 
passed by the Senate? Most assuredly— 
racial politics are alive and well in today’s 
government. On the court, he will likely bea 
conservative activist, but perhaps not of the 
stripe the Bush administration wants. Most 
likely his views will develop and change on 
the court. Will these changes be for good or 
ill? That remains to be seen. A 


VIEW FROM THE RIGHT 


THE SUPREME COURT: 


_INDIVIDUALISM’S LAST RECOURSE 


by Greg Coleman 


S DISTASTEFUL AS I FIND THE 
DREDGING of another 
person’s past, there are 
several important issues 
surrounding this year’s 
Supreme Court nominee. 
Among these, the 
question of Clarence Thomas’ 
blatant activist agenda leaps to the 
top of my list, ranking even higher 
than Thomas’ use of marijuana. 

In case it’s been several years 
since American Heritage, judicial 
activism is the result of the 
Supreme Court’s moving beyond 
judicial review and into the world 
of legislation—making, for all 
practical purposes, new laws. 
Judge Thomas’ views bring the 
role of the Supreme Court under 
question. He has repeatedly stated 
his belief in “natural law” and the 
rights of the majority; he stands 
not for prudent judicial interpreta- 
tion, but for limiting individual 
rights and freedoms in any way 
the majority declares to be best. 

. His restrictive views on abortion 
and contraceptive rights, while 
allowed and perhaps even 
admirable in the legislative arena, 
typify an innappropriate belief that 
the will of the majority must hold 
sway at any cost, even constitu- 
tional compromise. 


In order to understand this, we 
must take a patient journey back to 
the time when the Court was 
created. Why did Madison, 
Hamilton, and the other Founders 
create the judicial branch? The 
purpose of the legislative branch is 
to draft the will of the majority into 
law. The executive branch serves to 
execute and enforce these laws. 
The purpose of the Supreme Court 
must, then, be something outside 
the drafting and executing of the 
law. It is not, however, entirely 
clear what that means and how 
that differs from creating law; after 
all, interpretation can be construed 
as creation. 

But one clear factor emerges: Of 
the various interests that shaped 
the Constitution, one, led by 
Alexander Hamilton, believed 
profoundly in a natural aristocracy 
and greatly feared giving all power 
to the common masses. The French 
Revolution testified of such a 
disaster, and Hamilton’s faction 
felt the government must be 
protected from the commoner. By 
giving a select group of people the 
right to review the laws created by 
the people, the Founders hoped to 
create a buffer that would protect 
the individual from the mass 
madness so readily visible in the 


France of the time. 

A law, in Hamilton’s and my 
mind, takes rights from individuals 
and gives them to the collective, or 
the government. It curtails the 
activities of individuals to accom- 
plish some communal goal. By 
their very nature, laws can 
overstep their constitutional 
bounds. Legally, this happens - 
when any right not expressly 
enumerated in the Constitution 
transfers from the individual to the 
state. Morally, a law oversteps its 
bounds when it is allowed to 
threaten a citizen’s rights to life, 
liberty, happiness, and property. 

The Court, then, oversteps its 
bounds and becomes “activist” 
when it makes a declaration that 
further removes individual rights 
and gives them to the state. It is not 
the Court’s role to try to solve the 
problem placed before it, only to 
rule whether the declared solution 
is adequately considerate to the 
rights of all individuals concerned. 
Similar to presidential veto power, 
the Court can only refuse legisla- 
tion, not create it. 

Classic examples of incorrect 
judicial activism emerge in both 
Roe vs Wade and the recent case 
involving coerced confessions. In 
the latter case, the Court ruled that 
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some circumstances permit forced 
confessions as acceptable evidence. 
Effectively, a law was established 
granting police departments rights 
that had previously belonged to 
individuals. What was done in this 
case was no less destructive to the 
rights the Court was created to 
protect than any act by the 
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revoiutionary French Legislature 
that Hamilton feared. 

Clearly, the Court of today has 
stepped into an unintended and 
undesirable arena destructive to 
the Constitution and individual 
rights. Judge Thomas’ activism, 
even if conservative, will only 
encourage this trend. A 


o 
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like “keep the commandments” and “pray always”—but not so easy to do. 

Or is it? 

A recent SR survey of BYU students showed that 91 percent of BYU students study scriptures at least once a week. Over one 

third read from the scriptures five times a week. Impressive. At least we think so. 

Somehow our expectations were lower. It’s not that we assumed BYU students to be wayward or lazy; it’s just that our experi- 
ence suggests otherwise. For one, many BYU students we know find it hard to maintain a consistent scripture study program. Most of these 
are returned missionaries, who, once back in the secular world, have discovered that the Apostle Paul must compete with P.E. 129, Moroni 
with Math 110. (Although working grounds crew may help in understanding the people of Limhi.) 

Next piece of evidence: Whenever our gospel doctrine teachers ask how many have read the assignment, the same two or three regulars are 
prepared, while 27 others are not. Those who have taught Sunday School know how disheartening such a response is. (Hmmm. Maybe that 


| / ) EAD THE BOOK OF MORMON.” IF THERE’S ONE THING WE’LL REMEMBER ABOUT PRESIDENT BENSON, IT WILL BE THAT PHRASE, AN EASY THING TO SAY— 


91 percent is just reading the Book of Mormon, not the Sunday School assignment.) 
In any event, we felt that effective scripture study ranks, and rightfully so, as a high priority for most Latter-day Saints. As usual, Student 


Review is here to help. 


The following article explains successful ways to study the scriptures, methods we gathered from BYU students who have rewarding 
personal study programs. We encourage you to cut this page out, maybe save it inside your scriptures. The next time your scripture study 
sessions start bogging down, take a look at the idea presented here. One of them just may bring new life to those ancient books. A 


SCRIPTURES 


by Craig E. Cole 


LL OF US FEEL THE NEED TO STUDY THE 
scriptures; it always makes the top 
three of the what-can-we-do-to-be- 
good-girls-and-boys list in Sunday 
School and Conference. But even 
though it’s easy to think of this as 
an answer to our spiritual prob- 
lems, regular personal'scripture study is 
difficult to do. 

I talked to two people about their scripture 
study habits. We spoke of the things they do 
well and the things they would like to do 
better. I’ve also included some thoughts, 
ideas and suggestions for your scripture 
study bag of tricks. 


(THE CASE OF) DEANNE 


Deanne is back at school after finishing her 
mission to the Salt Lake Temple Visitors’ 
Center. We talked on the second floor of the 
Lee Library while she did research on the 
brain. She tries to read every day, but when I 
pressed her she admitted that she averages 
five times a week during the typical month. 
She finds that her busy schedule makes it 
difficult to have a set time for scriptures, so 
she studies whenever she can find time, 
though admits that this is unfortunate. I was 
impressed with her consistency—five out of 
seven would make an impressive batting 
average. 

I asked her about how she studies. She 
takes 15 minutes to read the Book of 


SUNDAY SCHOOL 
READING SCHEDULE 


lesson 23: Luke 22:1-38, John 13-15 


John 16-17 


Lesson 24: 
lesson 25: 
Lesson 26: 
Lesson 27: 
Lesson 28: 
Lesson 29: 


John 20-21, Luke 24 
Acts 1-5 

Acts 6-9 

Acts 10: 1- 15:35 


Matthew 26:36-27:66, Luke 22:39-23:56 


Mormon. She likes to spend other time 
searching out a topic, something she finds in 
the Bible dictionary or something that is on 
her mind. She likes to cross reference using 
the footnotes or religion course study guides. 
As a missionary, Deanne always read the 
conference reports straight through as soon 
as they came out. She hopes to continue this 
in the future. 

For one of her religion classes, Deanne 
wrote a paper on the importance of knowing 
scriptures by heart. Christ quoted scripture in 
response to Satan’s temptations. “Having the 
words of scripture stored in our heart can 
help us choose as Christ would choose,” 
Deanne said. 


CHERYL 


Chery] is first semester student from 
Alpine, Utah. She reads the scriptures every 
day. Her success lies in doing it every night 
before she goes to sleep. Because it’s the last 
thing she does every day, she seldom forgets. 
“I just read them until I get tired,” she said. “I 
try to finish the chapter, and then I go to 
sleep.” She has been reading every day for 
five months; when I asked how she started, 
she said that she decided to do it. 

Her biggest problem right now is under- 
standing what she reads. She takes her 
questions to friends and consults study 
guides. 


members of the Church. 


The Research Information Division of the Church, 
under the sponsorship of the Priesthood Executive 
Committee, is launching a study of single-adult mem- 
bers, those who are not currently married. 

The study includes those who have never married, or 


APPROACHES 


I have always struggled to satisfy my 
conscience in studying the scriptures. Half of 
the problem has been doing what my 
conscience told me to do and the other half 
has been educating my conscience in what is 
right. One of the most useful discoveries that 
I have made is that I can match my style of 
study according to my needs and moods. 
Now I feel like a carpenter with a box full of 
approaches, that I can vary according to the 
task before me. 

We usually read from beginning to end, 
chapter by chapter, like Cheryl. Deanne 
studies topically. Below I’ve listed some 
different approaches that I have encountered 
and imagined. I would direct you to Stephen 
Covey’s article on studying the scriptures 
published both in the Ensign and his book 
The Divine Center. | have drawn on his ideas 
in compiling my list. 


Personal need or problem: look for 
answers to something that has been on your 
mind. 


Speed Reading: reading the Book of 
Mormon rapidly can give a sense of each 
author’s distinct style of writing. This 
approach gives a more holistic view of 
scripture. 


Theme: read the Book of Mormon for 


CHURCH SEEKS COMMENTS FROM 
SINGLE MEMBERS 


The Church is interested is hearing from and learning 
about personal feelings and experiences of single adult 


are divorced or widowed. 
Address letters to: Singles Study, Research Information 


—Eds. 


specific themes such as history, witnesses of 
Christ, and doctrine, marking each with a 
different color of pencil. 


Church correlation: your Sunday School 
teacher will love you if you read the five or 
six chapters for gospel doctrine class. 


Scholarly: use the library to find out 
historical, geographical or archaeological 
information. 


Favorites: make a mental list of the 
passages that deeply move,edify or inspire 
you. 


Backwards: read beginning with Moroni 
10:34 to 1 Nephi 1:1 in reverse order. Look 
for “scriptural backmasking.” 


Chronological: the Jaredites got to the 
Americas first but we always read about 
them last. The New Testament can be 
approached this way too. 


Harmonically: A harmony of the gospels 
(including 3 Nephi) can be fruitful. 


Articles and Talks: look up every verse 
that a general authority mentions in his 
address. 


These are just a few. Experiment and find 
the ways that work best according to your 
needs. A 
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THEATER 

June 13-August 5, Neil Simon’s 
Barefoot in the Park, Hale Center 
Theater, SLC, 484-9257. 

Aug 9&17, Noises Off, Old Lyric 
Repertory Company, 25 W. Center, 
Logan, for info call 750-1500. 

June 29-August 31, Into the Woods, 
Monday-Saturday, odd calendar 
days, 8:30 p.m., Sundance Summer 
Theater, call 225-4107. 

July 1-Sept 7, 1991 Utah 
Shakespearean Festival: Death of a 
Salesman, Hamlet, Misalliance, The 
Taming of the Shrew, Twelfth Night, 
Volpone, call 586-7878 for info and 
tickets. 

July 25-August 10, Charley's Aunt, 
Pardoe Theater, 7:30 p.m., Matinee 
August 5, 4 p.m., $5, call 378-3875. 

July 8-Sept 5, Romeo and Juliet and 
Hamlet, Park City Shakespeare 
Festival. 


THEATER GUIDE 


Babcock Theater, 300 S. University, 
SLC. Tickets: Fri&Sat $6, week- 
nights $5, 581-6961. 

Egyptian Theater, Main Street, Park 
City. Tickets: 649-9371. 

Promised Valley Playhouse, 132 S. 
State St., SLC. Tickets: $5, 364-5696. 

Hale Center Theater, 2801 S. Main, 
SLC. Tickets: $4-$7, 484-9257. 

Pioneer Theater Company, 1340 E. 
300 S., SLC. Tickets: $8-$18, 581- 
6961. 

Provo Town Square Theater, 100 N. 
100 W., Provo. Tickets:$3, 375- 
7300. 

Salt Lake Acting Company, 168 W. 
500 N., SLC. Tickets: Fri&Sat $17, 
T-Th $14, 363-0525. 

Salt Lake Repertory Theater (City 
Rep), 148 S. Main, SLC. Tickets: 
$6.50 & $8.50, 532-6000. 

Valley Center Playhouse, 780 N. 200 
E. Lindon. Tickets: $4, 785-1186 or 
224-5310. 


MUSIC 


August 1, Colors of the Baroque, 
Chamber music, Salt Lake City Art 
Center sculpture court, 50S. West 
Temple, 8 p.m., Free. 

August 1, ZZ Top, Salt Palace, tickets 
and info at Smith Tix. 

August 2, Ladysmith Black 
Mambazo, Snowbird, 8 p.m., For 
tickets call 467-5996. 

August 2, John Denver, ParkWest 
Amphitheater, 7:30 p.m. for tickets 
call 467-5996 

August 4, EMF and Pop Will Eat 
Itself, at State Fairpark Coliseum. 
call 1-800-666-8447 for info. 

August 8, African drummer Obo 
Addy and his ensemble Kukrudu, 
Salt Lake Art Center, 50S. West 
Temple, 8:00 p.m. Free. 

August 16, Sting, ParkWest Amphi- 
theater, 7:30 p.m. tickets at Smith 
Tix. 

August 17, Nanci Griffith, “Queen of 
Folkabilly,” Snowbird Pavilion, 8 
p.m. 

August 25, Blues artist Buddy Guy, 
Red Butte Gardens, 6:30 p.m. 
tickets $10.00 

Sept 14, pianist Jeffrey Kahane, de 

- Jong Concert Hall, BYU, call 378- 
7444 for info and tickets. 

Temple Square Concert Series 

All concerts begin at 7:30 in the 
Assembly Hall unless stated 
otherwise 

August 2, Rufat Akhmedov, tenor, 
with Irina Ter-Grigor’yan, piano( 
Russia) 

August 3, The Piano Concerti of 
Mozart, program no. 6: The 
Summer Chamber Orchestra 

August 10, Salt Lake Chamber Winds 

August 16, Yip’s Children Choir 

August 21, Sopranos Ann Green, 
Shirley Marsden; Camille Allred, 


mezzo-soprano; with Diane 
Bastian, piano 

August 23, Barbara Allen, piano 

September 5, Marcantonio Barone, 
piano, international performing 
artist 

September 6, Arthur Rowe, piano, 
international performing artist 

Sundays, Choir Broadcasts of “Music 
and the Spoken Word,” from 9:30- 
10 a.m. Please be seated by 9:15 
a.m. 

Thursdays, Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir rehearsals, 8-9:30 p.m. Free. 

UTAH SYMPHONY 

Tickets start at $12, call 533-6683. 

August 2, The Lettermen, Symphony 
Hall, 8 p.m., at Deer Valley on 
August 3, 7:30 p.m., at Snowbird 
on August 4, 3:30 p.m. 

August 9, Dukes of Dixieland, 
Symphony Hall, 8 p.m., at Deer 
Valley on August 10, 7:30 p.m., at 
Snowbird on August 11, 3:30 p.m. 

August 16, Tchaikovsky and friends, 
Symphony Hall, 8:00 p.m., at Deer 
Valley on August 17, 7:30 p.m., at 
Snowbird on August 18, 3:30 p.m. 

August 23, Eddie Rabbit, Deer 
Valley, 7:30 p.m., at Symphony 
Hall on August 24, 8:00 p.m., at 
Snowbird on August 25, 3:30 p.m. 


FILM 
VARSITY | 


Call 378-3311 for show times. 

MOVIES 8 

Call 375-5667 for current listings and 
show times. Only $1, $1.50 on 
weekends. 

VILLA THEATER 

Located at 254 South Main, 
Springville, call 489-3088 for 
current listings and show times. 
Only $1. 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Tower Theater, 876 E. 900 South, 
SLC, 328-0477. 

Academy Theater, 56 N. University 
Ave., 373-4470. : 

Avalon Theater, 3605 S. State, SLC, 
226-0258. 

Carillon Square Theaters, 224-5112. 

Cineplex Odeon University 4 
Cinemas, 224-6622. 

Mann Central Square Theater, 374- 
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CALENDAR 


6061. 

Scera Theater, 745 S. State, Orem, 
225-2560. 

Varsity I, ELWC; Varsity II JSB, BYU, 
378-3311. 


DANCE 


Thursdays, Industrial Dance Music, 
The Pompadour, 740 S. 300 W., 
SLC, $4 cover, info:537-7051. 


ART 


‘ June 12-Sept 2, “Themes From the 


Scriptures,” International Art 
Competition. Also “Cradle of the 
Restoration: Photographs of 
Church History Sites by George 
Edward Anderson,” through June 
9. Museum of Church History and 
Art, 45 W. Temple, 240-3310. 

July 8- August 8, “Calculations for 
future events”, recent works by 
David Andersen in the B.F. Larsen 
Gallery, HFAC, BYU. 


LECTURES 


August 7-10, Sunstone Symposium 
XIII, University Park Hotel, 480 
Wakara Way, SLC, 1-800-637-4390, 
symposium takes place in the 
Atrium room. Registration begins 
August 7 at 6:30 p.m. and contin- 
ues each day throughout the day. 
Prices: Full at-door registration, 
$52; One day, $20; Single daytime 
session, $5; Single evening session, 
$7. Highlight sessions include: 
August 8, 4:30-6:00 p.m., Pluralism 
Under a Prophet: BYU’s Confron- 
tation with Modernity, Panelists: 
James Faulconer, Ralph Hancock, 
and Harold Miller, Sponsered by 
Student Review. August 9, 9:45 
a.m.-10:45 a.m., Spreading the 
Gospel Under Communism. 
August 10, 11:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m., A 
Cry in the Wilderness: Environ- 
mental Ethics and Mormons. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Air Pollution Report, current and 
expected levels, 533-7239. 

Utah Bureau of Air Quality, 536-4000 

Current Sky Info, 532-STAR. 


ie 
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ERSHI 
LEASES 


General BYU Campus and Commu- 
nity Info, 378-4313. 

UTA, 375-4636. 

BYU Ombudsman, 378-4132. 

BYU Standards, 378-2847. 

Free Hearing Test, 373-5219. 

Time and Temperature, 373-9120. 

KUTV News Hotline and Updates 
373-9900, then dial 6397 for News, 
2274 for Business, 7677 for 
Weather, 2255 for Sports, or 5653 
for Jokes. It’s all free. 


SUNDANCE 


Mt. Timpanogos Hike and Bike, 
through the end of September, 
weekends and holidays. Access 
scenic trails via the ski lift. 
Sundance Resort, call:-225-4107 for 
info. 

Guided Nature Hikes, Saturdays 
through August 31, 9:30 a.m., 225- 
4107. 

June 15-Sept 1, Sunday Afternoon 
Jazz, Sundance Resort, on the 
Bridge Deck, from 2-4 p.m. 
Different Bands every week, free. 

Outdoor Summer Theater, Big River 
(even calendar dates) and Into the 
Woods (odd calendar dates), daily 
except Sundays through August 
31, 8:30 p.m., Bench seating: Fri & 
Sat $10, Mon-Thurs $9, Lawn 
Seating: $8, Reservations required, 
call 225-4100. 

Children’s Theater, Face2Face 
(Thursday-Sunday, 1 p.m.), Nobody 
Home (Thursday-Sunday & 
Monday 6 p.m.), through August 
31, Adults $4, Children (12 and 
under) $2.50, Reservations 
required, call 225-4100 

August 13, A Special Evening with 
Kurt Bestor to benefit the 
Sundance Institute, 8 p.m., 225- 
4107. 


OTHER 


Monte L. Bean Museum of Life 
Science, 10-5 daily, 10-9 Mondays, 
378-5052. Join them for early 
morning bird walks from 7:30 to 
9:30 a.m. every Saturday morning 
at the Botany Pond, 5th East and 
8th North. 

BYU Planetarium, Friday Nights, 492 


‘ans 
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ESC, 7:30 and 8:30 p.m. call 378- 
5396. 

Geneva Steel plant tours, MTuWF at 
9 amand 1 pm, free. Call to 
reserve a spot: 227-9240. 

Hansen Planetarium, 15S. State, 
SLC. Shows include Laser Beatles, 
Laser Bowie, Laser Zeppelin, Laser 
Rock, Laser Floyd and Laserlight 
IV. Info: 538-2098. ; 

Poetry Readings, City Art, 240 S. 
Main, SLC, upstairs. Every 
Thursday at 8 p.m. Also included 
is music and display art, call 942- 
1715, free. 

Mondays, Readings of local women 
writers, A Woman’s Place 
Bookstore, 1400 Foothill Drive 
#240, Foothill Village, SLC, free, 
call 583-6431. 


EDITOR’S CHOICE 


Go and see “Citizen Kane” at the 
Tower theater in Salt Lake. This 
may be your only chance to see 
one of the best films ever made on 
the big screen. It runs through 
August 11. Starting the 12 is “ The 
British Animation Invasion”. Call 
328-0477 for info. 

The Mt. Timpanogos Hike and Bike 
is worth your time. Take a picnic 
and go by your self or bring a 
friend. 

On the weekends check out the 
Center Stage across the street from 
Smith’s for some of best local 
bands. 

Don’t miss out on the Sunstone 
Symposium August 7-10. Try to at 
least attend one session. Everyone 
will be there. 

Some bad news: Cinema in your face 
is gone. 

Some good news: The Tower Theater 
is back! It’s bigger, better, and less 
raunchy than Cinema in your face. 
Check it out. 


“It seems such a pity that Noah and 
his party did not miss the boat.” 
—MARK TWAIN 
“Be not simply good; be good for 
something.” 


—HENRY DAVID THOREAU 


Limit 1 per coupon, valid only at the Provo location—265 W. 2130 N., Provo Hi 
tt TPP 


Im Check Your Supermarket 
Shopping List Before 
Shopping Anywhere Else!! 


| Fooo iLess | [ 
| Fooo Less | “Y 
| Fooo~iLess || Wf 


Fo ies] [ 
Fons ies |[ 


Fo ies | 
Row iss [ A 
Foe ss [ 


Fos ass] [ 7 
Fo ass [7 


All books and magazines 10% off at checkout! 
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